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History: Why Do We Have Sports – What is the 

true Reason? 
 

 

Well, the short answer is the American people have been ‘DUPED” 

because it is all an illusion in order to “distract” you.  

Even though several factors contributed to the fall of Rome, one main 

ingredient was the political complacency of the general population. Its 

been said that powerful leaders of Rome said – Give the people bread and a 

circus and they will leave us to do anything we wish. 

The Roman “MOB” was once a very powerful force.  While the general 

population received their “Bread and Circuses” (entertainment), 

then they ignored politics (politicians) and the hideous scams that 

were being perpetrated behind the population’s back.  

The mob was content to spend their time being entertained and 

leave the decisions to the so-called “experts.”  

The more directly those in charge affected the mob’s quality of life, the more 

entertainment they would provide, distracting them from what is happening 

behind their backs. Though the mob was satisfied, the leaders’ tendency to 

provide free, (very cheap) food, housing, and entertainment- it ruined Rome’s 

economy and ultimately destroyed Rome. The people “mob” became 

demoralized, fat, lazy and apathetic and worshipped false idols. 



 

Many people compare America to Rome for over a century, and the 

comparison is only becoming “truer” with time —the powerful population—is 

being bombarded with fake news, distractions and entertainment.  

 

Smartphones provide constant access to the ever-growing internet. 

Television, which already provided 24/7 distractions that appealed to a wide 

range of personal tastes, has become even more effective with the ability to 

stream and binge-watch shows. 

Perhaps the most telling aspect of modern America is our obsession 

with sports. Not only are they very similar to Roman events, like the 

gladiatorial games, they also demand much of the population’s attention. With 

most sports now being televised and the easy availability of team and player 

stats online, many sports fans know more about their favorite teams 

than they know about their government’s policies and how they 

effect the population.  The population slowly gets indoctrinated into a 

different way of living without noticing. Our freedoms are being eroded slowly 

without a fight. 

We are like the citizens of the Capitol in The Hunger Games, willing to ignore 

the wars and civil unrest in the rest of the world caused by our governments as 

we watch people pit themselves against each other and cheer for our favorites, 

our priorities skewed by the excitement of the games. 

https://www.theplaidzebra.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/BreadAndCircuses1.jpg


 

The Hunger Games portrays an exaggeratedly morbid sport wherein players 

are encouraged to kill each other until there is only one remaining; it is not 

meant to be an accurate representation of our times, but rather a warning 

against a hedonistic and decadent society. It is entirely possible that the 

Hunger Games won’t be an exaggeration for much longer. 

Hopefully, we will be able to heed the warnings and take a more active role in 

our nations rather than letting the distractions of entertainment cause 

America and other nations to fall. 

The Gladiators were NOT part of the Sports Fraud. They were used. 

Two men utilized dangerous deadly weapons. An excited crowd of Romans 

cheer loudly in anticipation. Both combatants realize full well that this day 

might be their last. They are gladiators, men who fight to the death for 

the enjoyment of others. (Sound familiar?) 

As the two gladiators circle each other, each knows that his objective is to 

maim or trap his opponent rather than to kill him quickly. What's more, the 

fight must last long enough to please the crowd. 

The gladiators jab swords and swing maces. They sweat in the hot sun. Sand 

and dirt fly. Suddenly, one gladiator traps the other with a net and poises to 

kill him with a three-pronged trident or weapon.  

The victor waits for a sign from the crowd. If the losing gladiator has put up a 

good fight, the crowd might choose to spare his life — and the vanquished 

gladiator will live to fight another day. But if the crowd is dissatisfied with the 
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losing fighter — as was usually the case — its dissatisfaction meant slaughter 

and death to the man. 

In ancient Rome, death had become a form of entertainment. 

Let the Games Begin 

 
 

Before fighting, gladiators had to swear the following oath: "I will endure to be 

burned, to be bound, to be beaten, and to be killed by the sword." 

The Etruscans of northern Italy originally held public games, (ludi), which 

featured such events as gladiator battles and chariot races, as a sacrifice to the 

gods. 

The Romans continued the practice, holding games roughly 10 to 12 times in 

an average year. Paid for by the emperor, the games were used to 

keep the poor and unemployed entertained and occupied. The 

emperor hoped to distract the poor from their poverty in the hopes 

that they would not revolt. 

Over time, the games became more spectacular and elaborate as emperors felt 

compelled to outdo the previous year's competitions. The games involved more 

participants, occurred more frequently, and became more expensive and more 

outlandish. 

The Coliseum 



 

 

In Rome, the gladiatorial contests were held in the Coliseum, a huge stadium 

that first opened in 80 C.E. Located in the middle of the city, the Coliseum was 

circular in shape with three levels of arches around the outside. In height, the 

Coliseum was as tall as a modern 12-story building; it held 50,000 spectators. 

Like many modern professional sports stadiums, the Coliseum had box seats 

for the wealthy and powerful. The upper level was reserved for the 

commoners. Under the floor of the Coliseum was a labyrinth of rooms, 

hallways, and cages where weapons were stored, and animals and gladiators 

waited for their turn to perform. 

 

 



The gladiators themselves were usually slaves, criminals, or prisoners of war. 

Occasionally, the gladiators were able to fight for their freedom. Criminals who 

were sentenced to death were sometimes thrown into the arena unarmed to 

serve their sentence. Some people, including women, actually volunteered to 

be gladiators. 

They were willing to risk death for the possibility of fame and glory. Many 

gladiators went to special schools that trained them how to fight. A few 

gladiators boxed. They used metal gloves to increase cutting and bleeding. 

Some gladiatorial contests included animals such as bears, rhinos, tigers, 

elephants, and giraffes. Most often, hungry animals fought other hungry 

animals. But sometimes hungry animals fought against gladiators in contests 

called venations ("wild beast hunts"). On rare occasions, the animals were 

allowed to maul and eat a live human who was tied to a stake. 

Circus Maximus might have competitors that completed seven intense laps in 

front of a crowd of 300,000. 

Bread and Circuses 

Romans loved chariot races, which were held on special racetracks called 

circuses. The most famous circus, which was in Rome, was the Circus 

Maximus. In chariot races, two- or four-horse chariots ran seven laps totaling 

anywhere from three to five miles. 

 

Roman games included other type of equestrian events. Some races with 

horses and riders resemble today's thoroughbred horseracing. In one type of 

race, riders began the competition on horseback but later dismounted and ran 

on foot to the finish. 



As the Roman Empire started its decline, the author Juvenal (55-127 C.E.) 

noted, "The people are only anxious for two things: bread and circuses." 

 

 
Christians to the Lions 

 

 

Most of the time, Christians were tolerated but were viewed as strange and 

somewhat anti-social by most of the Roman people. 

Because the Roman gods were actually a part of the state religion, and it 

was thought that they must be worshipped regularly in order for the Romans 

to have victory in war and prosperity at home, it was considered a roman's 

patriotic duty to sacrifice regularly to Jupiter, Mars, Juno, Vesta, and leave 

offerings out for the household gods, the Lares and Penates.  

The Christians, on the other hand, believed in one God and worship Him in 

three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Making sacrifice to Jupiter or 

Poseidon was (and still is) abhorrent to a Christian. Because the Romans 

believed that the favor of the gods was necessary to the security of the state, 

the Christians were believed to be not only impious and anti-religious but 

unpatriotic as well.  

In addition, many Christians refused to serve in the army because they might 

have to kill other human beings and thus violate the commandments of 



Christ. Similarly, some Christians refused to hold government posts, engage 

in commerce, or loan money because they saw these activities as lending 

approval to a corrupt earthly system.  

They believed that the only true empire was in heaven. As a result, the 

Roman government saw fit to persecute the Christians from time to 

time, especially during unsettled periods when a popular reform movement 

arose to return to the old Roman ways and values. Yes, for added 

entertainment for the “mob or population”, they fed a few Christians to 

hungry lions for fun and sport. 

The crowds who came to witness the games were a different matter 

altogether. Sometimes they became worked up into a frenzy of hate. They 

considered the Christians to be anti-social scum and clamored for a painful 

death for them in the arena for a public spectacle. 

Nero was one of the most famous Christian killers. A disastrous fire 

destroyed much of Rome in the year A. D. 64. Somehow, a rumor started 

circulating that Nero himself started the fire in order to rebuild the city. It 

was well-known that Nero considered much of Rome UGLY.  

Whether or not he had any part in setting the fire is still being debated to this 

day, but the rumors started to spread and might become a threat to Nero's 

reign and life if left unchecked. He therefore decided to blame the anti-

social and subversive Christians for starting the fire. After all, didn't they 

hold worship services underground in the city tombs known as catacombs? 

To make sure he was believed in accusing the Christians of setting the fire, 

he had many of them killed.  

Some were crucified in the arena, others thrown to wild animals, and still 

others were burned alive as living torches to light Nero's garden at his 

Golden House. St. Peter died during the Neronian persecutions. Because of 

this most well-known persecution, Nero was written into history as one of 

the most depraved and most cruel of the Roman emperors. 



 

 

  



Most Corrupt Coaches 

 
A wide-ranging bribery scheme is unsettling higher education, raising 

uncomfortable questions about the role of wealth and privilege in the 

admissions process. 

As detailed in U.S. Department of Justice filings, the scheme involved a 

company, known as “the Key,” that illegally manipulated two main “side 

doors” to secure the admission of its clients’ children to elite universities.  

The Key, run by William Rick Singer, bribed officials at college-entrance 

examination companies to allow third parties to take the students’ tests for 

them. And its bribed college coaches to identify the students as recruited 

athletes — guaranteeing them preferential treatment by the admissions office 

— even though they were not so recruited. 

The court documents provide many examples of how the scheme worked, 

though there may have been more money and more students involved. Here’s 

a breakdown of what the documents tell us about the scandal: 

U. of Southern California 

Who Was Involved? 

 
 



 
Laura Janke 

 

• Donna Heinel, senior associate athletic director 

• Ali Khosroshahin, former head coach of the women’s soccer team 

• Laura Janke, a former assistant coach of the women’s soccer team 

• Jovan Vavic, head coach of the water-polo team 

How Much Money? How Many Students? More than two dozen. 

Example 

Heinel agreed to make sure an applicant was designated as a recruited athlete 

for the women’s crew team, even though the applicant had no experience in 

rowing. Janke created a fake athlete profile, describing her as a coxswain, and 

sent it to Heinel. The profile included a photo of a female rower that Janke 

found online.  

USC’s athletic admissions subcommittee gave the applicant conditional 

acceptance, as long as she met all eligibility requirements. Khosroshahin and 

Janke also created fake athlete profiles and facilitated transactions at other 

universities. 

Yale U. 

Who Was Involved? 



 
 

Randolph (Rudy) Meredith, former head coach of the women’s soccer team (he 

was a cooperating witness; he agreed to plead guilty to conspiracy to commit 

wire fraud and honest-services wire fraud, as well as honest-services wire 

fraud, in hopes of lessening his sentence) 

How Much Money?  $1.2 million paid by the parents to Singer, who 

then paid $400,000 to Meredith 

Example 

Meredith designated an applicant as a recruit for Yale’s soccer team, even 

though he knew that she didn’t play competitive soccer. Janke, the USC 

assistant coach, created a fake athlete profile for the applicant, describing her 

as a star midfielder, and pretended that she and Khosroshahin had coached 

the applicant. The profile was sent to Meredith. After the applicant was 

admitted to Yale, Meredith received a personal check for $400,000. 

Georgetown U. 

Who Was Involved? Gordon Ernst, former head coach of the men’s and 

women’s tennis teams. How Much Money? $2.7 million paid to Ernst, 

falsely described as consulting fees How Many Students? At least 12. 

Example 

Ernst had three admissions spots to use per year for recruited tennis players, 

and in 2015 he used all three for children of Singer’s clients. In one case, an 

applicant forwarded an email to Ernst describing his tennis abilities, even 



though he didn’t play tennis. Ernst forwarded that email to an admissions 

officer. 

U. of California at Los Angeles 

Who Was Involved? 

 
 

Jorge Salcedo, head coach of the men’s soccer team 

How Much Money? 

• $250,000 worth of Facebook shares paid by the parents to Singer 

• $100,000 paid to Salcedo 

• $100,000 paid to a sports-marketing company that Salcedo controlled 

• $50,000 paid to Khosroshahin 

How Many Students?  Two. 

Example 

Salcedo received a fake soccer profile for an applicant from Khosroshahin, the 

USC soccer coach. Salcedo then forwarded the applicant’s transcript and test 

scores to a women’s soccer coach. UCLA’s student-athlete admissions 

committee admitted her on a provisional basis, as long as she finished her 

senior year of high school and participated on the soccer team for at least one 

year. 

 



Wake Forest U. 

Who Was Involved? 

 
 

William Ferguson, head coach of the women’s volleyball team 

How Much Money? $100,000 paid to Ferguson through the Wake Forest 

Deacon Club, the women’s volleyball team, and a private volleyball camp that 

Ferguson controlled 

Example 

Ferguson agreed to designate one applicant who had been wait-listed as a 

women’s volleyball recruit. 

Stanford U. 

Who Was Involved? 

 
 

John Vandemoer, head coach of the sailing team (he has already agreed to 

plead guilty to a charge of racketeering conspiracy) 



How Much Money? $270,000 paid to the Stanford sailing team (in one case, 

$500,000 was promised, but the student ultimately didn’t enroll; $160,000 

was still paid as a deposit for another student’s future enrollment) 

How Many Students? Two. 

Example 

Vandemoer agreed to designate one applicant as a recruit for Stanford’s sailing 

team, even though he wasn’t a competitive sailor. Janke, the USC assistant 

coach, created a fake athlete profile for the applicant. The applicant deferred 

his Stanford application for one year, but the sailing program was paid 

$110,000 to guarantee that he would be considered a sailing recruit in the next 

year. The applicant eventually attended a different university. 

U. of Texas at Austin 

Who Was Involved? Michael Center, a tennis coach. How Much Money? 

$100,000 paid to the coach.  How much? $100,000 paid to Martin Fox, 

president of a private tennis academy and camp in Houston 

Example 

The coach designated an applicant as a recruited tennis player, even though 

the applicant didn’t play tennis. Fox assisted with the bribe. 

U. of San Diego 

Who Was Involved? An unnamed varsity sports coach 

How Much Money? $100,000 paid to Fox and $10,000 paid to the coach 

How Many Students? Two. 

Example 

The unnamed coach designated one applicant as a team manager to help her 

get admitted at San Diego. She ultimately decided not to attend the university, 

but the coach was still paid for his help. Fox assisted with the bribe. 



• $1.3 million paid to university accounts that Heinel controlled; plus 

$20,000 per month paid to Heinel starting last July 

• $350,000 paid to a private soccer club controlled by Khosroshahin and 

Janke 

• $250,000 paid to the water-polo team, plus private-school tuition 

payments for Vavic’s children.  

 

 

  



Professional Sports Corruption  
  

 

 

 

Over the last years, a number of events have reminded us of the corruption in 

sports. The list is extensive: Performance enhancing drugs, illegal equipment, 

paying young athletes and their associates to attend particular colleges, bid 

rigging from the Olympics to FIFA to the NFL, payouts, graft, bribery, and on 

and on. What can be done? 

Our first examination should be society itself. We live in an age where the 

highest political officials in the land engage with lobbyists and other financial 

entities for free largesse on a scale beyond anyone’s ability to fully 

comprehend.  

Don’t forget … Professional Sports is at least a 30 Billion Dollar Per 

Year Gambling Enterprise.  THAT’S A LOT OF POTATOES. 

This corruption has increased with the capability of hiding enormous sums of 

money from prying eyes. It has never been easier to facilitate electronic money 

transfers using shell accounts, phony clients, made up corporations, and the 

like that exist solely to lubricate the corruption. Huge amounts of largely 

untraceable CASH.  

That is a temptation too great for most. Those who call out the behavior are 

fired and the consequences for violations are few and far between. Those who 

don’t take advantage of the situation might be ethically correct, but they are 



pragmatically foolish. Why should I play by the rules when all my 

competitors are not? 

 

 

 

As a more concrete example, let’s examine the loaning of money to the friends 

and family of high school athletes. While some people argue most athletic 

departments don’t make money – THIS IS A LIE. The bottom line of the 

athletic department is all the money going in and out, expenses and revenue.  

Department personnel, coaches, assistant coaches, athletic trainers, 

announcers, vendors, construction companies, and more all get paid. That 

payment has grown enormously over the last 20 years.  

The schools pay ever increasing salaries from the money generated by 

broadcast sales, ticket sales, merchandise sales, parking sales, food and 

beverage sales, and more. Teams that win generate more money which 

increases salaries of coaches.  

The coaches want the best players. They work with financial entities to provide 

benefits to the player’s associates in the form of loans, jobs, tickets, and any 

number of other things. These incentivize the young player to attend that 

institution. That generates wins, which in turn increases salaries. To 

compete, you must cheat. 

This same general pattern is followed in all the other corruption scandals. 

FIFA officials are bribed by local politicians who in turn are bribed by 



contractors who will build the World Cup stadiums and sell products at the 

event, thus making huge sums of money.  

The taxpayers pay for all this while the FIFA representatives, the politicians, 

and the contractors all sit in luxury boxes enjoying the games and don’t even 

pay the price of a ticket. 

Yes, you have to be a total moron if you truly believe that 

CORRUPTION AND FRAUD DOES NOT EXIST WITHIN 

PROFESSIONAL SPORTS. 

When we create rules attempting to stop behavior that is desired by many 

people, we almost universally fail to stop the activities and create black 

markets where criminals reap benefits.  

It will be all but impossible to track financial transactions as those determined 

to hide them will generally be better financed, more sophisticated, and capable 

of bribing those tasked with enforcing such regulations.  

 

 

 

Certainly, we’ll occasionally get a glimpse into the dark, underbelly of sport as 

we have recently seen with college basketball. But for every shipment of 

cocaine seized there are thousands that pass right along unnoticed. That is the 

nature of rules designed to stop something people desperately desire to do. 

The solution is to simply accept what is NOT true. Again, using college sports 

as example, what if we simply allowed financial incentives to athletes. Some 



people call it a free market. If one school wants to loan money to the father of 

an athlete as an incentive to attend the school, so be it, right? Or Wrong? 

If FIFA officials solicit bribes in order to promote a particular nation for the 

World Cup. Those who don’t want to participate can go merrily along their 

way. 

  



Pro Game Fixing 

 

 
 

Quote: ‘Bookies are the foot soldiers of this illegal empire?” Is the NFL a prime 

example of sports conspiracy? 

 

Why ESPN is Failing? 

 

Q: There’s been a bunch of layoffs at ESPN, the on-air talent taking a hit. You 

call it a propaganda machine. What’s going on there? 

 

BT: That’s a good question. ESPN is owned by Disney and the Disney 

Entertainment entity and yet these are the people that are funding the NBA, 

that are funding the NFL, and it works in the cyclical ring of sports of potential 

investigations and potentially fixing games for entertainment purposes. With 

ESPN though, they do have financial problems because they over-paid the 

NFL.  

 

They pay, just in rights’ fees, the NFL $110 million in rights’ fees per a single 

Monday Night football game. That’s insane. They don’t make movies that 

expensive. They try to keep movie budgets under $50 million and yet they’re 

paying $110 million a week to broadcast the NFL. They don’t need all of these 

reporters, they don’t need all of these writers, especially when most of what’s 

being written and reported on is either rehashed box scores or its opinion 

pieces.  

 



How many pieces can you take in? How many mock drafts can you read 

to me? Especially when they’re all wrong. How much opinion do you need? 

The cost cutting measures for them make sense but, in the grand scheme of 

things, it doesn’t mean ESPN is going out of business or they’re going to stop 

funding the NFL, the NBA, Major League Baseball and everybody else. They’re 

just rearranging how they’re doing things. 

 

Let’s look at game fixing and examine two different angles. One being games 

being fixed by the leagues themselves, basically for entertainment purposes, to 

develop story lines and to make things more interesting.  

 

It’s kind of like professional wrestling. NOT saying that every game is fixed. 

Look at game fixing from a gambling aspect where players and referees have 

been bribed and blackmailed into shaving points or outright fixing games. 

Believe it or not, there is a history of it, it's just that uncovering that history is a 

very difficult job. It is out there and it’s in the FBI files. It’s available if you 

really dig into it. 

 

So, the question, “Are all sports fixed?” Your answer there is 

‘Probably No,’ but perhaps they could be if the league CHOSE them 

to be? 

 

It’s perfectly legal for the NFL to fix its own games, 

believe it or not. There’s no law that prevents it. That’s the scary part. 

The only law that comes close is the law that dates back to the Quiz Show 

scandal of the 1950’s, where the networks were fixing their game shows in 

exactly the same way the NFL would be fixing its own games to make them 

more entertaining.  

 

 
 

The other law that exists is called the Sports Bribery Act of 1964 but that 

only covers bribing a player, referee or coach to alter the outcome of a game. If 

a league, like the NBA told its referees how to do their jobs, in a way 

implying how to do their job to give one team an advantage over 



another team, that’s not fixing. That’s just an employer telling an 

employee how to do their job. It doesn’t fall under that law either. So, really 

there is no law that prevents this from occurring. When you’re talking about a 

multi-billion-dollar business, where obviously a lot of money is at stake, 

what prevents them from enacting such subterfuge against fans. 

 

It’s such big business. The TV contracts, the NFL ratings and, on the 

organized crime side, mobsters can get to players fix games in their 

direction? 

 

First of all, the NFL says it’s never happened. They say they’ve never had a 

game fixed in their history, which most people laugh at but that’s their stance, 

because no one has ever been convicted of that crime. These are obviously very 

corrupt liars.  Yet, if you look around the world, at soccer, tennis, rugby and 

cricket, there is game fixing going on right now in every single sport in 

countries right around the world.  

 

In the United States, we seem to think it’s impossible and it never happens 

because nobody ever gets convicted. The fact is, it doesn’t matter if some 

of these athletes are making millions of dollars, or even hundreds of millions 

of dollars, because so many of those guys who have made that kind of money, 

guys like Allan Iverson or Antoine Walker in the NBA or Warren Sapp in the 

NFL, they've gone bankrupt as soon as they leave the game.  

 

If everything shakes out right, you can get to these athletes, even college 

athletes especially, you can get to professional athletes and corrupt them. It’s 

more of a crime of opportunity than one where someone sits back and says, 

‘Well, I’m going to fix this weekend’s Bears Packers game because I feel like I 

can do it.’ It’s more like they need that 'in' in order to get into a player and get 

him, or a referee, to affect the outcome of the game. 

 

  



Sports Frauds 

 

 
 
For as long as men and women have been competing on the playing field, there 

have been fraudsters out to win at all costs. For every competitor who 

says it's not the winning but the taking part that is most important, there are 

others prepared to stampede over the corpse of sportsmanship in a blind 

charge for VICTORY. 

The Olympics have always been a prime spot for cheats to bend the rules, such 

as this little gem from the 1904 summer games in Missouri. Fred Lorz, 

competing in the marathon, was trotting back to the start/finish line to pick up 

his things having dropped out of the race after just nine miles, but officials 

thoughts he had won and gave him the gold medal. Lorz played along until 

after the medal ceremony when he 'fessed up and was promptly 

banned for life. 

The Berlin Olympics of 1936, saw Jesse Owens win four gold medals despite 

blatant tactics by the German authorities to try to thwart him, including 

making him compete in back-to-back events without the chance to get his 

breath back in between. The same year, Dora Ratjen came fourth in the 

women's high jump - not a bad feat until it was found out that she was a man 

called Hermann. 

It now seems rather harsh to call Stella Walsh a sports cheat, but for many, 

that's what she will always be. Born Stanislawa Walasiewicz to Polish parents 

in 1911, she immigrated to America where she proved adept at sprinting. She 



ran for Poland in the 1932 Summer Olympics (winning 100m gold) before 

breaking the world record - one of 20 she set during her career.  

At the Berlin Olympics in 1936 she was beaten by Helen Stephens. Stephens 

was so fast that she was accused of being a man and forced to submit to a 

genital inspection afterwards. This proved to be ironic in retrospect because 

Stella Walsh was later found to be intersex.  

In 1980 she was killed during an armed robbery and during the autopsy she 

was found to have testicles and both male and female chromosomes 

- which would have ruled her out of participating in international athletics 

until rules were changed in 1992. 

There has been cheating at the Paralympics too. At the 2000 games, the 

intellectually disabled basketball team captured gold. But their glory was short 

lived after the Spanish Paralympic committee discovered that 10 of the 12 team 

members had no metal deficiency at all. 

The more complex the equipment used in a sport, the easier it is to cheat. 

Motor racing, in particular Formula 1, has had more than its share of cheats, 

most of whom try to bend the rules governing the construction of a car. 

Weight is obviously of huge importance in Formula 1, but to stop teams 

building dangerously light cars, there is a minimum weight restriction applied 

to all competitors. In 1984, the Tyrrell team tried to find a way around this rule 

by hiding a tank of water inside their car.  

Once the race started the water would be allowed to drain out on to the track, 

leaving the car far lighter than its competitors. At the end of the race, the water 

tank was topped up before the car was reweighed in post-race scrutinizing.  

The team claimed the water was being used in a brake-cooling system, but, 

when other teams complained, the Tyrrell team was found guilty of cheating 

and had all its championship points taken away for the 1984 season - no fun 

for their star driver at the time, Martin Brundle. 

While most cheats do so in order to win, some do so by throwing a game. 

Baseball has been mired over the years by allegations of match fixing, but 

the instance which first soured the sport for many Americans was the 1919 

World Series, during which eight players of the Chicago White Sox were bribed 

by gamblers to lose to the Cincinnati Reds.  



What made the allegations so painful was that the implicated 

(FRUDULENT) players included some of the greatest names in the 

sport, including Shoeless Joe Jackson. All players were later 

acquitted of criminal charges, but everyone agreed that it all stunk 

of fraud, and they were banned from baseball for life. 

 

 

  



Sports is a 30 BILLION DOLLAR per year Illegal 

Gambling Racket 

 

 
 
With 30 BILLION DOLLARS illegal gambling happening in the USA 

alone, do you think that might give cause for a few shenanigans to take 

place???  (just saying)  

 

Athletes cheated through the use of performance enhancing drugs and 

systematic efforts to either identify or support these fraudulent actions. Sports 

gambling, both legal and illegal varieties, is a widespread social and cultural 

activity. Sports fandom goes to the core of many communities. 

 

For every spectator who attends or watches games, on a casual or a devoted 

basis, there are others who take their interest to a more commercial or 

financial level by engaging in various types of wagering, hoping to make 

money off predicting game or match developments and outcomes.  

 

Legal bets are placed through a bookmaker or sports book, which can be found 

online as well as in states or jurisdictions where sports gambling has been 

legalized and a marketplace with service providers within it has emerged. On 

the other hand, illegal bets are placed through individuals or privately run 

operations known colloquially as “bookies,” usually operating on a person-to-

person, word of mouth basis. 

 



Betting on sports results has led to a number of integrity-sensitive scandals 

and crises in the sports world. Apart from match fixing, which will be covered 

in next week’s post on its own, gambling fraud is facilitated through illegal 

betting and investment scams or other unregulated wagering activities. Fraud 

in this area can lead to other tangential illegal activity, such as 

money laundering that is facilitated by the fraudulent wagering 

transactions, and market abuse or violations of investor protections due to 

investment scams. 

 

Advanced technology and the ever-increasing influence of the internet is 

impacting every area of human life more each day, and sports betting, as well 

as the fraud committed through it, is no exception. In this era of “fake news” 

and controversy about and confusion between fact and fiction on social media 

and in advertising, credibility of data comes into question.  

 

Activities that rely heavily on an empirical basis, such as predictive betting on 

outcomes of sporting events, are particularly vulnerable to the scourge of data 

manipulation and falsification. Fraudulent identities, records, and news 

about players and team developments can spread quickly and 

destructively with the aid of social media, putting the information 

bettors rely upon on shaky factual ground:  Fake news, 

manipulated data and the future of betting fraud 

The state of New Jersey, bolstered by its desire to give a much-needed tourism 

and gaming business infusion to Atlantic City and its other gambling venues, is 

leading the charge to legally defeat the nationwide ban on commercial sports 

betting at the federal level.   The law being challenged is from 1992 and 

excludes states where sport betting or lotteries were already legal at that time, 

such as Nevada and Delaware.  

 

One of the principal arguments of proponents of rolling back the ban is that 

illegal sports betting is facilitated in huge volumes all over the country, and 

legalizing it would serve to bring that activity under regulatory and supervisory 

authority, and therefore strengthen risk controls and protections for market 

participants. In the current regime, the vast majority of sports 

gambling happens in illicit markets which are vulnerable to fraud 

and scams and devoid of investor protections that a regulated market 

could ensure and enforce:  Justices Skeptical of Sports Gambling Ban. 

 

Another motivation to further regulate and supervise sports gambling 

comes from the potential that criminals could use betting transactions and 

proceeds, whether legal or illegal, to conceal and process funds from illicit 



activities. Sports wagering is a cash activity with high volumes and 

therefore an attractive fit for criminal operations. Money laundering 

by organized crime enterprises, for example, is often thought of as taking place 

through match fixing but in reality, happens much more frequently through 

sports betting.  

 

Markets and exchanges in which this betting takes place are often 

not transparent and therefore are susceptible to and useful in 

manipulation by criminals. In on-going efforts to ensure that the world of 

sport is cleaner and transparency wins out over anti-corruption forces, 

focusing on regulating and improving the efficacy of honest sports gambling 

markets is a key focus of organizations such as the International Centre for 

Sports Security:  Betting fraud, not match fixing, is main enemy: expert 

 

Conmen and scammers also find their marks under the guise of 

sports betting operations. In the case of Peter Foster, his fraud involved a 

betting club that he held out to funders as an investment opportunity. This was 

an international scheme which purported to be an online gambling service but 

rather functioned as an offshore syndicate operation where investors’ money 

was moved out of the country and gambling returns and activities were 

falsified along with the identities and records of the principals allegedly 

involved in the operation.  

 

Claiming hugely successful investments in different major bets and alleging 

impressive records, all that definitively happened through the Sports Trading 

Club was that a lot of investors lost their money in a fraud of the type that is 

repeated over and over again in any business in which trusting individuals can 

be attracted to give up some of their funds in hopes of winning big through 

someone else’s management efforts:  Peter Foster implicated in international 

betting scam. 

 

Finally, the world of fantasy sports presents a daunting challenge on all of the 

above themes – unregulated markets, varying user expectations, and 

diminished participant protections. Fantasy sports, where users assemble 

hypothetical teams and play against each other in simulated games and 

seasons, began years ago in grassroots origins, where participants mostly self-

assembled into leagues that they administrated themselves. This system pre-

dates the internet and was revolutionized by the advent of online, forum-based 

league play.  

 



In the ensuing years corporate interests came into the community and set up 

corporations that offered daily or weekly play and uncannily resembled 

gambling platforms, yet were purportedly for entertainment purposes only 

and therefore escaped the regulatory scrutiny to which gaming or sports book 

companies would be subjected. 

 

 

  



Let’s Review Many of the Fraudulent Sports Scams  

Sports are a lot of things to a lot of people.  

To fans, sports are a passion—an opportunity for bonding with family and 

friends. They are a link that binds past and present, and a most welcome 

distraction from the harsh realities of life.  

To owners and athletes, however, sports is a business. While some part of their 

involvement may be rooted in a love of the game, fundamentally every decision 

made, and action taken comes down to money.  

Not that there’s anything wrong with making money—we all want to do it. 

Problems arise when an individual person or entity’s desire to turn a profit 

supersedes doing what’s right.  

There are billions upon billions to be made in sports—more than enough to go 

around for all the major stakeholders. Which is why there’s no reason to get 

greedy and abandon one’s moral compass.  

When cash is king, nothing is off the table.  

Here are a few of the biggest scams in sports.  

NFL Preseason 

The NFL preseason is, quite simply, a scam. Because of the physical toll 

football takes on athletes, regular season starters play very little in the 

preseason. 

The first three games are used by coaches to help trim down their rosters, 

while the fourth is basically a glorified scrimmage. Starters get a fair amount of 

playing time, but ultimately play with all the urgency of a 3-12 team in late 

December.  

Yet the NFL continues to CHARGE FULL PRICE for preseason games, mostly 

because they can. Parking costs the same. Food and drink cost the same. 

Everything in the gift store costs the same. Pretty much everything costs the 

exact same as a regular season game, the only difference is that it’s a preseason 

game with absolutely no meaning.  

The worst part about the scam is that it only impacts season ticket holders, 

which, given the NFL’s growing ATTENDANCE PROBLEMS, one would think 

they would be eager to take care of. Preseason tickets cost the same when sold 



as part of a package but can be purchased for as little as $5 in secondary 

markets like StubHub.  

Balance/Power Bracelets 

There are all sorts of ridiculous bracelets out there making equally ridiculous 

claims about various health and wellness benefits that come from wearing 

them. Take ENDEVR™ wristbands, for example:  

“ENDEVR™ doesn’t make balance bracelets. What we make are 

personal IonTech™ generators that can be worn wherever you go.”  

And then they go on to quote Dr. Oz and WebMD extensively on what, exactly, 

ions are and what they do. No matter that none of their exhaustive Googling 

provides any actual scientific proof that their product works.  

Another company that makes these things, which run $20-$50 on average, is 

Power Balance. In 2011, Power Balance issued the FOLLOWING STATEMENT 

in Australia, a country that has less tolerance for its people being swindled:  

“In our advertising we stated that Power Balance wristbands 

improve your strength, balance and flexibility. We admit there is no 

credible scientific evidence that supports our claims and therefore 

we engaged in misleading conduct in breach of s52 of the Trade 

Practices Act 1974.” 

In short, if you own one of these things—which many athletes are paid to 

shill—you've been had.  

 

NBA Referee Ticket Scam 

 

 

Back in 1995, there were 35 NBA referees INVESTIGATED by the IRS for a 

scam that pocketed some of them over $100,000 over a five-year span. It was 

an elaborate scheme involving millions of dollars in phony travel expenses.  



Referees would reportedly book their flights, most of which were first class, 

and submit photocopies of the tickets to the league for reimbursement. They 

would then swap out the first-class tickets for economy seats and pocket the 

difference.  

Apparently, referees had—and may still have—“the right” to fly first class and 

sell their seats for money, per NBA rules. They didn’t—and definitely still 

don’t—have the right to collect all that money tax free, per our evil overlords at 

the IRS.  

Nice try, fellas.  

Spanish Paralympians 

The Spanish national basketball team cruised to an easy gold at the 2000 

Paralympics in Sydney. In fact, Spain did pretty well overall that year. 

Although, as it turned out, there was a reason they had so much success in the 

competition.  

The scandal broke a few months after the games, when a member of the gold 

medal-winning intellectually handicapped basketball team spilled the beans. 

Carlos Ribagorda revealed that he and a number of other athletes were not 

mentally deficient.  

In fact, “of the 200 Spanish athletes at Sydney, at least 15 had no type of 

physical or mental handicap.” The final team did consist of two players with 

IQs below 70, but the other 10 posed as disabled with fake medical records 

provided to them.  

Fernando Martin Vicente, the former head of the Spanish Federation for the 

Mentally Handicapped Sports, was found guilty of fraud last fall, 13 years after 

the scandal rocked the sports world.  

 

NFL Cheerleading 

Earlier this year, Lacy T.—a Raiderette during the 2013 season— FILED A 

LAWSUIT against the Oakland Raiders to provide an eye-opening glimpse into 

the world of professional cheerleading. It’s a world that, apparently, offers 

women the opportunity to suffer all kinds of indignities while working long 

hours for below minimum wage.  

The suit alleges that Raiderettes work for less than $5 an hour. Fines of $10 or 

more are supposedly incurred for offenses like forgetting to bring something to 



practice, wearing the wrong workout gear or wearing boots on game day that 

are not adequately cleaned and polished. 

Not long after the suit made headlines, a former Ravens cheerleader straight 

up called the whole thing a SCAM. She revealed details of the strict weight 

rules and the soul-crushing ways in which the rules are enforced. She also 

noted the countless ridiculous rules outlined.  

More than a few people have disregarded the whole thing, pointing out that 

nobody is forced to be a cheerleader. An argument that is fundamentally 

flawed. Obviously, cheerleaders don’t deserve to be paid like football players, 

but they do deserve to be treated like human beings and be paid a fair wage. 

Teams make money by selling their likenesses in countless different ways, so 

they should be treated like valuable commodities, rather than indentured 

servants who are just lucky to be there.  

 

Throwback Jerseys 

Throwback jerseys have caught on in four of the five major sports leagues in 

the U.S. The only reason it hasn’t caught on in MLS is because the league 

hasn't been around long enough. They'll get there eventually. 

The whole throwback jersey thing is nothing more than a very clever way to 

separate you from your money. Teams are always updating their uniforms, 

which means fans are always updating their gear to stay current.  

But why stop at making money by staying current, when you can make money 

by getting nostalgic? Every time a team updates their uniform, another 

throwback jersey is born. That’s quite the scam they’ve got going on.  

 

Melky Cabrera's Manufactured Website 

I purposefully kept steroid scams—like the East German Olympians, 

BioGenesis and the maniacal scheming of Lance Armstrong—off this list. 

While each of them is scams, they just didn’t quite seem to fit here.  

The only exception being the curious case of former Giants outfielder Melky 

Cabrera. In the summer of 2012, Cabrera was facing a 50-game suspension 

after testing positive for PEDs, which he tried to cover up with a very elaborate 

scheme.  



Cabrera initially blamed the positive test on some crazy, untested product he 

bought online from the Dominican Republic. Acting on that information, MLB 

actually sent people to the country to investigate the substance.  

They struck out in tracking it down, because it never existed to begin with. Not 

only did Cabrera lie about what he took, he went so far as to CREATE A 

PHONY WEBSITE to substantiate his claims. Ultimately, his SCAM sent MLB 

on a wild-goose chase and he was suspended anyway.  

 

Sneaker Fever 

Sneaker enthusiasts get scammed from all different directions. Off the top of 

my head, I can think of at least four ways that the entire market is a total scam. 

1. Cost. It costs about $10.75 in materials to make a pair of Air Jordans, that 

per SNEAKERMOB.COM “Add in labor, overhead, and factory profit” and the 

total cost is $16.25. They cost $165 per pair, on average.  

2. Regional price gouging. The average pair of Jordans may be priced around 

$165, but that all changes when they’re flying off the shelves. It’s a simple 

matter of supply and demand—if the demand for a certain shoe swells, so will 

the price.  

3. Athletes marketing them. There’s a reason why companies pay athletes to 

wear their shoes—it works. If people see their favorite athletes wearing a 

certain pair of shoes, then they too want to wear a certain pair of shoes. But 

athletes get hundreds, if not thousands of free sneakers out of the deal, plus a 

pile of money. All consumers get is a bill.  

4. You’re always behind. It doesn’t matter how many pairs of sneakers you 

own, there will always be exponentially more on the market that you don’t 

own. Jordans are kind of like iPhones—if new iPhones were released every few 

days.  

 

Sports Drinks 

According to a 2012 report in Harvard Health Publications, the amount spent 

on sports drinks in the United States alone annually exceeds $1.5 billion. 

That’s an awful lot of money spent worrying about a problem—depleted 

electrolytes—that is largely created by the companies offering its solution.  



Companies like Gatorade, Powerade and Vitamin Water commission the 

studies that are responsible for much of the data that suggests sports drinks 

are superior to water for hydration. Think that doesn’t sound like a particularly 

powerful lobby? Well, Gatorade is owned by PepsiCo and Powerade and 

Vitamin Water by the Coca-Cola Company.   

They spend tens of millions trying to figure out the most effective way to get 

Americans to part with the $60 BILLION DOLLARS we spend on sugary 

drinks annually. The truth is it has nothing to do with health—it is to 

do with money.  

If you want to be healthy, drink some water and have a banana after a 

workout. If you want to shrink your wallet and expand your waistline, guzzle 

sports drinks.  

 

Sports Memorabilia 

Between those buying and those selling, sports memorabilia are a billion-

dollar business. The only problem? There’s no telling how much of what is 

bought and sold, particularly online, is authentic and how much is fake. 

In 2000, a federal prosecutor said that as much as 90 percent of the sports 

memorabilia sold in the United States is fake! 

There are ways for buyers to cut down on risk, such as buying authenticated 

items from reputable sellers, but it’s impossible to completely safeguard 

against fraud—it’s just too widespread. 

Idaho Hockey Beer Scam 

In March 2014, a group of Idaho hockey fans FILED SUIT against a Boise 

arena, accusing that they had been scamming people out of one of the things 

we value most: Beer. 

Fans of the Idaho Steelheads allege they were defrauded by the CenturyLink 

Arena, which charges $7 for a large beer and $4 for a small. The problem being 

that all their beers were technically small, because the large and small cups 

both hold 20 ounces.  

The “large” cups were taller and thinner and the “small” shorter and wider. Via 

a message posted on the team's Facebook page, Steelheads president Eric 

Trapp claimed there was never an intention to mislead customers, noting 

larger cups had been purchased to rectify the error.  

 



Publicly Funded Stadiums 

First of all, let me clarify that I’m not saying all publicly funded sports 

stadiums in the U.S. are scams. Many sports teams add value and generate 

revenue for their respective cities. There was a MASSIV BATTLE over funding 

the construction of PNC Park in Pittsburgh, but ultimately it worked out pretty 

well. That being said, it doesn’t always work out as well.  

Take, for example, Nationals Park in Washington, D.C. Taxpayers ponied up 

$700 million to build the ballpark in 2006. The Natties have repaid that 

generosity with just one postseason appearance since the move and a recent 

request for another $300 million to add a roof.  

Then you’ve got Marlins Park in Miami, which cost Miami-Dade County $500 

million—the team shouldered less than 20 percent of the total cost. The 

Marlins made one fleeting attempt to field a competitive team before promptly 

dumping most of their payroll. Ultimately, owner Jeff Loria used false 

promises to scam the county, which took out a loan to cover the cost.  

The Miami Herald estimates that by the time the last payment is due in 2048, 

Marlins Park will have cost taxpayers $1.8 BILLION DOLLARS!!  

Billion Dollar Bracket 

This year, March Madness got off to a particularly mad start, with billionaire 

Warren Buffett supposedly putting up $1 billion for a perfect bracket. 

Sounds pretty good in theory, but in reality, the whole thing was just another 

BIG SCAM!  

First of all, if anyone has ever picked a perfect bracket, it was back before 

everything was done online and we (the public) have no knowledge of it. 

Incidentally, the ODDS of someone picking a perfect bracket are somewhere 

between 7.4 billion-1 and 9.2 quintillion-1.   

So, if nobody was ever going to actually win a billion dollars, what was the 

whole hullabaloo about to begin with? Well, I’m glad you asked! The contest 

was sponsored by Quicken Loans and co-sponsored by 

Yahoo. SCAM! 

Source 

 

  

https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2001714-biggest-scams-in-sports


Boxing Sport Corruption 

 

The best way to understand or recognize the extent of corruption in boxing is 

to examine those involved in the sport and the avenues that are available to 

them to commit fraud and corruption.  

Since detecting fraud and corruption is difficult, particularly for a sport that is 

international, there is ample room for fraud and corruption to occur.  

Below are a few examples of international fraud and corruption in boxing 

which have included the involvement of organized crime: they include bout-

fixing; the use of false documentation to hold a fight; breach of contracts and 

influence of different sanctioning bodies on boxing commissions; and the 

arranging of international ‘title fights’.  

With a range of different sanctioning bodies and commissions, no one agency 

appears to have an overarching role in running the sport of boxing. Vested 

interests have prevented the development of an overarching sporting body, 

which, if free from corruption, could document fraud and corruption and 

banish those committing such offences from the world of boxing.  

The existence of a single body, however, is no recipe for success, as we saw in 

the chapters on football, cricket and baseball. The participants Most elements 

in the world of boxing – sanctioning bodies, trainers, managers, promoters, 

boxers – have been involved in fraud and corruption in some way, but it is the 

boxers who appear to be the group that has attracted most attention.  

It is useful to break this down into individual acts of fraud and corruption, 

even though they are often a combination of acts by and collusion between 

organizations and individuals.  

Boxers There are approximately 8,500 licensed professional boxers in the 

USA, and while a few enjoy financial success, most are exploited.  



Boxing is structured in such a way that a ‘fighter’ has to pay managers’, 

trainers’ and licensing fees from his share of the ‘purse’ (prizemoney from the 

match).  

Corrupt individuals therefore can make substantial sums of money from often 

uneducated and exploited individuals, with little of the commercial revenue 

available beyond a select few. 

Boxing Corruption Scandals 

 

 

 

Boxing has been a controversial sport since it started. With ridiculous 
decisions, shady characters and promoters, and ties to organized crime in the 
old days, it really comes as no surprise. There have been numerous scandalous 
moments throughout the sport’s history.  

This list deals with 10 of the most scandalous incidents in boxing, while trying 
to shy away from obvious bad judging decisions. 

All of these events created worldwide headlines, gave the sport a black eye and 

have never been forgotten. Some of them even led to calls to ban the sport, but 

boxing has survived the tough times and is arguably in stronger shape today 

than ever before.  

Don King’s United States Boxing Championships 

Since 86-year-old infamous boxing promoter Don King had already killed two 

people by 1967, it’s probably not much of a surprise that he was allegedly 

involved in corruption. King created a tournament called the United States 

Boxing Championships back in 1976, just after the American boxing team 

cleaned up at the Montreal Olympics with five gold medals.  

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=&t=
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=&t=
mailto:?subject=&body=Someone%20wants%20to%20share%20with%20you:%20%20@
mailto:?subject=&body=Someone%20wants%20to%20share%20with%20you:%20%20@


The ABC network bought the broadcasting rights and was then dumbfounded 

when it found out the participants were just journeymen. 

However, King got cozy with Ring Magazine and his boxers suddenly rose in 

their rankings. Investigations found that numerous boxers had fake records. 

One of the participants spilled the beans about the fights being fixed to favor 

King’s stable of boxers and the television network soon pulled the plug on the 

King’s SCAM.  

Heavyweight Champ Tim Witherspoon Throws Fight 

 

Former WBA/WBC World Heavyweight Champion Tim Witherspoon admitted 

in his autobiography to taking a dive against James “Bone crusher” Smith in 

their 1986 rematch at Madison Square Garden. Actually, three dives.  

Witherspoon believed King was ripping him off and wanted to break free of 

him. He said he went down three times against Smith in the first round as the 

three-knockdown rule was in effect for the fight. He also admitted to taking 

cocaine before the contest. The winner was supposed to take on King’s newest 

client Mike Tyson, but Witherspoon believed King would release him from his 

contract if he lost to Smith. 



Roy Jones Jr. Robbed of Olympic Gold 

There have been dozens of brutal decisions in professional boxing over the 

years, but there was one in the amateurs that ranks among the worst of all-

time. The robbery took place at the 1988 Olympics in Seoul, South Korea 

where American Roy Jones Jr. was taking on hometown hero Park Si-Hun in 

the gold medal light-middleweight bout. 

 

Jones appeared to box circles around Si-Hun and out landed him by 86-32 

punches. However, with the whole world watching, Jones’ jaw dropped to the 

floor when his opponent was announced as the winner. Si-Hun actually 

apologized to Jones over the decision and the two of the three judges who 

scored the fight for Si-Hun were banned for life by the IOC. One of them 

admitted Jones had won easily but wanted to keep the local fans happy. 

The Raging Bull Takes a Dive 

The ‘Raging Bull’ Jake LaMotta was another famous ex-world champion who 

admitted to throwing a fight. LaMotta’s night of infamy took place in 

November 1947 when he was stopped by Billy Fox in the fourth round. 

However, the New York State Athletic Commission thought something crooked 

was going on and withheld the boxers’ purses for a short time and then 

eventually suspended LaMotta. The FBI also got in on the act, as they 

investigated the contest and boxing’s ties with the mob. 

LaMotta admitted years later that the took a dive to gain favor with organized 

crime figures. He claimed he carried Fox for a few rounds before laying on the 

ropes and staggering around the ring in the fourth until the referee stopped it. 

LaMotta also paid $20,000 to the mob and in return got a title shot against 

middleweight champ Marcel Cerdan in 1949, which he won. 

IBF Bribery Scandal 

When it comes to pro boxing’s governing bodies, the International Boxing 

Federation (IBF) is one of the newer kids on the block as it was born in 1983. 

The organization had to compete against the World Boxing Council (WBC) and 

World Boxing Association (WBA) when it started up and needed to fill its 

rankings to hold world title fights. Robert Lee, the boss of the IBF, made the 

mistake of selling the rankings to promoters such as Don King, Bob Arum, 

Cedric Kushner etc. and it was over a decade before he was caught. 



Lee and three other IBF officials were then charged with racketeering and a 

federal grand jury named 23 boxers and seven promoters in the scandal. Lee, 

who allegedly pocketed close to $350,000 in bribes, was convicted of tax 

evasion and money laundering, forced to resign from the IBF and spent 22 

months in prison while paying a paltry fine of $25,000. He was also banned 

for life from boxing. 

Antonio Margarito’s Loaded Hand wraps 

Former World Welterweight Champ Antonio Margarito of Mexico surprised a 

lot of people by busting up Puerto Rican superstar Miguel Cotto in 2008. Cotto 

went into the fight undefeated but was stopped in the 11th round. Margarito 

was then scheduled to meet Shane Mosley early in 2009, but Naazim 

Richardson, Mosley’s trainer, noticed something odd about the Mexican’s 

knuckle inserts before the fight.  

They appeared to have white powdery substance on them, which turned out to 

be something similar to plaster of Paris and would harden when moistened 

with sweat. 

Margarito was forced to re-wrap his hands and Mosley knocked him out in the 

ninth round. Margarito and his trainer were banned for a year, but nobody 

knew how long he may have been loading his hand wraps. Margarito (41-8, 27 

KOs) has lost three of his seven bouts since getting caught and hasn’t knocked 

anybody out since. 

The Jack Dempsey vs. Gene Tunney ‘Long Count’ 

Jack Dempsey lost his heavyweight crown to Gene Tunney in 1926 and they 

met in a rematch a year later. The fight featured a new rule which stated a 

boxer must go to a neutral corner if knocking his opponent down and the 

referee wouldn’t start counting until he did. Tunney was suddenly dropped for 

the first time in his career in the seventh round. 

When the referee finally started the count, Tunney rose at nine to beat it, but 

was on the canvas for well over 10 seconds. He then went on to deck Dempsey 

the next round and retained his title by decision. There were close to 105,000 

fans at Soldier Field in Chicago to witness the event, but it wasn’t televised. 

The “long count” myth was exaggerated as it was spread by hearsay across the 

nation.  



 

Mike Tyson Bites Evander Holyfield’s Ears 

The myth of MIKE TYSON being the most dangerous man on the planet was 

shattered by Buster Douglas in 1990 and Evander Holyfield proved it even 

further by stopping him in 11 rounds in 1996. 

 

Holyfield and Tyson got it on again seven months later and the early rounds 

were accentuated by several headbutts, most of them initiated by Holyfield. 

Tyson’s whining was ignored by referee Mills Lane though, and the former 

heavyweight champ decided to take matters into his own hands, or his own 

mouth to be more accurate. 

 

In the third round, Tyson clinched Holyfield and then leaned forward and bit 

a chunk out of Holyfield’s right ear and spit it onto the canvas.  

 

Holyfield grabbed his head, jumped up and down, and Lane deducted a pair of 

points from Tyson and the contest continued. Tyson then bit a chunk out of 

Holyfield’s other ear and was disqualified at the end of the round when he 

tried to attack Holyfield in his corner. The former champ was then fined 

$3 million and banned from boxing for over a year. 

Muhammad Ali vs Sonny Liston Rematch 



Cassius Clay shocked the world in 1964 by taking the Heavyweight title from 

ex-convict and alleged mob member Sonny Liston and then changing his name 

to Muhammad Ali. He met Liston in a rematch in 1965 in one of the oddest 

title fights ever seen. Some believe Liston retired after the sixth round a year 

earlier so he could cash in on another payday in a rematch. But things changed 

after Ali joined the Black Muslims and Malcolm X was assassinated. 

 

There are several theories as to why Liston went down so easily from a 

“phantom punch’ in the first round. These include: receiving a death threat 

from the Black Muslims; betting on Ali so he could pay back his debt to the 

mob; believing his son and wife were kidnapped before the fight and wouldn’t 

be seen again unless he lost, and believing Ali may be assassinated in the ring 

and therefore wanting to get out of there as quickly as possible. 

Another theory claimed Liston was told by the mob to go down as they had bet 

a ton on Ali. Either way, Liston was dropped by a right to the head and 

comically fell down again when attempting to get up. When he finally rose 

referee, Jersey Joe Walcott motioned for the fight to continue, but then called 

it off as the official timekeeper said Liston didn’t beat the 10 count. 

Billy Collins Jr. vs. Luis Resto Tragedy 

Junior middleweight Billy Collins Jr. of Nashville, Tennessee was undefeated 

at 14-0 when he met Luis Resto (20-8-2) of Puerto Rico at Madison Square 

Garden in June 1983. Resto wasn’t considered a heavy hitter and had just eight 

knockouts to his name in 30 bouts.  

Collins was the BETTING favorite, but his face and eyes began to swell 

tremendously during the fight, and he lost a 10-round unanimous decision. 

The black and blue Collins was diagnosed with permanent blurred vision and a 

torn iris and was told he should retire. 

When Collins’ trainer/father shook Resto’s hand in the ring after the fight he 

knew right away that something was wrong with his gloves. It was discovered 

that Resto’s trainer Panama Lewis had removed some of the padding from the 

gloves and that’s why Collins suffered so much facial damage.  

In addition, Resto admitted later that plaster of Paris had been applied 

to his hand-wraps. Resto and Lewis were banned from boxing for life and 

the result of the bout was changed to a no-contest.  



Resto served two-and-a-half years of a three-year prison sentence 

for assault while Lewis served about four years of a six-year sentence. Sadly, 

Collins began to drink heavily and in 1984 at the age of 22, he drove his car 

into a wall in an apparent suicide. 

 

 

  



FBI Investigates Sports Fraud on Continuous Basis 

 

During the 1990s, the FBI identified a major problem threatening the entire 

sports and celebrity memorabilia market. In the mid-1990s, the Chicago 

Division of the FBI initiated a sports memorabilia fraud investigation targeting 

a group of individuals who forged, fraudulently authenticated, and distributed 

Chicago athletes’ autographed memorabilia (including Michael Jordan).  

 

The case resulted in the conviction of fourteen individuals in five states 

involved with forging and distributing forged memorabilia. Information 

developed by the Chicago FBI’s “Foul Ball” investigation suggested that the 

problem might be national in scope. 

 

While it is impossible to definitively estimate the percentage of forged 

memorabilia, most industry experts concede that over half of the most sought-

after athletes’ and celebrities’ autographed memorabilia is forged.  

 

Industry experts estimate that the autographed memorabilia market in the 

United States is approximately $1 billion per year. Cooperating subjects and 

memorabilia experts estimate forged memorabilia comprises over $100 

million of the market each year. 



 
 

In 1997, the FBI in San Diego utilized information from Operation Foul Ball 

and other sources to institute an undercover operation designed to infiltrate 

the nationwide memorabilia fraud network. Together with the U. S. 

Attorney’s Office and the Internal Revenue Service, an undercover scenario 

was devised in which an Undercover Agent would pose as a distributor of 

American memorabilia in Asia.  

 

This scenario enabled the FBI to purchase evidence without causing the sale of 

forged items to the public. It also made the criminals more likely to openly 

discuss the counterfeit nature of the memorabilia, because it was ‘going 

overseas’ beyond the reach of U. S. law enforcement agencies. To support this 

“cover story”, the FBI established the Nihon Trading Company in Oceanside, 

California.  

 

The goal of this undercover operation was to infiltrate the forged memorabilia 

market and obtain recorded statements from those individuals who were 

identified as forgers, authenticators, and distributors of fraudulent 

memorabilia. 

 

The key evidence in this investigation were recorded statements which 

provided evidence of the individuals’ involvement in forging, fraudulently 

authenticating, and/or distributing the materials. In Operation Bullpen, 

referred to as Phase I, the San Diego Division of the FBI conducted well over 

1,000 consensually recorded audio and video tapes.  

 



During the consensually recorded conversations, numerous co-

conspirators made incriminating statements which illuminated the 

nature and common practices involved with sports memorabilia 

fraud. For example, one of the conspirators liked to joke to the Undercover 

Agent how Mickey Mantle still has one arm out of the grave signing 

autographs.  

 

Other conspirators were noting how Wilt Chamberlin was still available for 

signing weeks after his death. 

 

On April 11, 2000, Operation Bullpen Phase I culminated with the charging of 

26 individuals, who were all convicted. During the last five years, Phase II 

expanded the investigation from predominantly Southern California to a 

nationwide investigation. During this phase, a multitude of undercover 

scenarios were instituted to focus on celebrity forgeries in addition to sports 

forgeries. In this phase, over 2000 consensual recordings were made.  

 

Conspirators bragged how their forgeries were better than those of 

other forgers that they knew. One conspirator claimed if he went to trial, he 

would testify he actually becomes Babe Ruth. He then joked he could also say 

he becomes Jackie Robinson and then said he would turn Black (he was 

Caucasian) for the jury. A total of 18 searches were conducted in 12 states, 

resulting in 36 additional convictions. All searches were executed after 

September 11, 2001. 

 

Additionally, although 13 forgery rings (compared to 5 in Phase I) were 

dismantled, this was investigated with approximately one fifth of the 

manpower. The tremendous increase in the efficiency of the investigation was 

attained from the assistance received from the industry and the use of 

cooperating subjects/witnesses from Phase I. Two counterfeiting card rings 

were also dismantled. The card portion of the industry is relatively 

unencumbered by fraud; these two rings are considered anomalies. 

 

As a result of the attention brought about by Operation Bullpen, advances have 

been made within the sports industry to combat forged signatures and the 

fraudulent sales of items as ‘game used’. Major League Baseball (MLB) 

unveiled their own memorabilia authentication program in conjunction with 

the culmination of Phase I.  

 

Their program is similar to what companies such as Upper Deck, Mounted 

Memories, Steiner Sports, TriStar, and several others have in place. 



Essentially, each piece of memorabilia is witnessed by a person who places a 

uniquely numbered hologram on each item which is tracked in a database. 

These methods have never been pierced by the forgers. 

 

The adoption of witness authenticated programs by other sports leagues would 

surely help to counteract fraud. In the non-sports marketplace, these programs 

are almost non-existent. Phase II concentrated on the celebrity marketplace 

since it is significantly more inundated with forgeries than the sports world. 

Essentially, celebrity actors and actresses do not conduct paid signings like 

athletes do. Obtaining a signed picture or poster of a prominent Hollywood 

celebrity is through chance meetings. 

 

Phase II was also an investigation in ‘cyber space’. The industry, as a whole, 

has moved in this direction where individual collectors can now easily sell 

pieces. The forgers unfortunately led the way, realizing the anonymity that the 

Internet provided for dealing their forgeries. Phase II convicted the largest 

seller in the world of signed celebrity photos: Truly Unique Collectibles, who 

mostly sold through their website. Phase II also convicted numerous Internet 

auction site sellers, who generated millions of dollars in sales. 

 

 
 

The subjects convicted in this investigation had all used the story line that 

their celebrity signed pictures and posters were obtained by ‘runners’. Runners 

are people who happen to catch a celebrity at an event and obtain a signed 

picture there.  

 



Most of the convicted subjects obtained one or two signatures in this manner 

and then simply forged many more, claiming they were from the meeting. All 

of the convicted subjects noted that it was impossible to make a living as a 

runner.  

 

The amount of time needed to get the couple of signatures a person needs, 

does not generate an adequate income. The overwhelming number of 

celebrities signed photographs and posters being sold throughout the world 

are sold under this pretense; this investigation would suggest they are almost 

all forged. 

 

Although Operation Bullpen has highlighted the fraud problem within this 

industry, additional education of the public will help eliminate the crime. The 

industry can be the key for counteracting this fraud with programs such as 

MLB’s.  

 

Almost all of the companies performing witnessed/hologramed signings are 

for athletes. Hopefully, these entities will participate in and demand these 

authentication programs. Educating the public might also create increased 

pressure from the consumers for the development and expansion of 

authentication programs. 

 

Phase III of Operation Bullpen marks the sharing of this forged sports 

equipment and memorabilia with the San Diego community. From the 

inception of this investigation, it was a goal to provide local children’s charities 

and crime victim agencies with these materials so that they would ultimately 

be put to good, honest use. 

 

  



Conclusion: 

Thank you for reading this book. I appreciate it very much. I sincerely hope it 

was beneficial. If you enjoyed, then please leave a positive review for 

me, as it may encourage others to receive the same benefit.  Thanks again. 

Others who read this book also enjoy other books I’ve authored. I invite you 

to consider picking up a copy of them as well. They all are vey powerful 

books and deserve a read. Click on any cover and read the description 

of each book – then order.  Thanks in advance! 

  

 

 

 

 

http://amazon.com/dp/B088Q5N11B
http://amazon.com/dp/B08C81959S
http://amazon.com/dp/B07ZBMWVB3
http://amazon.com/dp/B07XKVSFGN
http://amazon.com/dp/B08CD7KCZQ

